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        The concept of exclusivity is the essential component of an intimate relationship. In some romantic relationships, the partners expect to be exclusive to one another. The exclusiveness can also be termed as monogamous relationships where the partners exclusively express faithfulness and commitment. However, in some cases not all individuals expect their relationships to be entirely exclusive. Some of the couples in a relationship hope the exclusiveness and faithfulness, however, the ties happen otherwise (Baxter & Wolf, 2007).
        I had a relationship partner whom we had been in a courtship for two years. Our relationship was romantic and purely monogamous, and I did not expect any signs of unfaithfulness especially after the extended period of courtship. However, after my family and I moved to another town, my fiancée became unfaithful, and I found her with another man something that I did not expect.
        I had the assumption that since we had an extended courtship period, it was enough to build the trust of one another. I had also hoped that my partner would be exclusive to me since I was so faithful to her. However, I came to my realization that she had been having an affair with a friend of mine from the estate where she lived. All my expectations of a faithful, romantic relationship were brought to the untimely end.
        I came to learn that not all romantic relationships are entirely exclusive. Some of the partners might not be faithful and committed to their relationships, and the length of the courtship does not determine the level of the faithfulness. However, in future when faced with a similar situation, I wouldn’t expect my relationship to be entirely exclusive since one of us might not be faithful to another or all of us.
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